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Interview 
FROM NESSIE TO MOKELE MBEMBE 

A LEADING CRYPTOZOOLOGIST DISCUSSES HIS THOUGHTS AND FINDINGS 

photo by S. AZan Hainea 

Roy P. MaakaZ 

Roy P. Mackal h as spe n t  almost 
h i s  en t i re academi c life at The 
Uni versi t y  of Chi cago , wh ere h e  
graduat ed wi th a B.A. i n  1949 
and a Ph . D. i n  1953. Sin ce t h at 
t i me ,  he h as been a Research 
Associ at e  at the levels of In ­
struc t o r , Assi st an t  Professor , 
and Associ ate Professor in the 
Depar t men t of Bi och emi st ry 
(1953-1973). He bec ame affi li ­

ate d  wi t h  t h e  Depar t men t of Bi o ­
logy i n  1973, where h e  i s  n ow an 
Associ at e  i n  Bi ology . 

Dr. Mackal's bi och emi cal re ­
search h as i nc luded t h e  demon ­
strat i on of t ransfer T7 DNA 
phosphorus from paren t t o  pro ­
gen y (1954), the i den t ificat i on 
of a vari e t y  of n ucleo t i de s  i n  

Honorary Members: 

t h e  aci d-soluble frac t i on of i n ­
fect e d  E. coli (1956), an d t h e  
demon st rati on o f  recombi n at i on 
an d co mplemen t at i on i n  fro zen 
t h awed c ell preparati on s  when 
appropri ate DNA preparat i on s  
were added (1969-1971). Amon g 
h i s  other di scoveri e s ,  he was 
t h e  fi rst to successfully i so ­
lat e i nfect i ous double -stranded 
bac teri oph age DNA and i nfec t 
speroplasts in a h y pt on i c  en vi ­
ron men t ( 1961). 

As an engi n eer , Dr. Mackal h as 
also developed n umerous t echno­
logical i n n o vat i on s ,  in cludin g  
t h e  desi gn an d con st ruc t i on of 

·aut omat i c  parachute an d recovery 
syst e ms for soun din g rock e t s ,  a 
h y drogen -generat i on de vi ce for 
weather ballo on s ,  an d a devi ce 
for exerc i si n g  h uman eyeballs 
aft e r  eye muscle surgery usi n g  
an auto mobi le win dshi e ld wi per 
mo t or. 

Be t ween 1965 an d 1975, Dr. Mack­
a] served as Sci en t i fi c  Di rector 
of t h e  n ow-defun c t  Loch Ness 
Phen omen a Investi gat i on Bureau , 
an d i s  t h e  author of The Monster 
of Loch Ness (Swallow Press, 
1976), an d Searching for Hidden 
Animal s (Doubleday , 1980). He 
h as led t wo expedi t i o n s  to the 
Congo i n  search of Mokele-Mbembe 
in 1980 and 1981, an d is cur­
ren t ly wri t i n g  a book on t h e  
t o pi c .  

Dr. Mackal serves as Vi ce Presi ­
den t of ISC , but the o pi n i on s  h e  
expresses below are hi s own and 
do n o t  reflect an y posi t i on or 
poli cy est abli sh ed by the Soc i e ­
t y. He was i n tervi ewed by New s ­
l etter Edi tor J .  Ri ch ard Green ­
well. 
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Germany); Theodore Monod (France); John R. Napier (United Kingdom); and Sir 
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Greenwell: R oy, I suppose it 
wa s the Loch Ness bu sine s s  that 
first got you involved with 
cryptozoology. Over the ye ars, 
you have changed your oplnlon as 
to what the reported animals in 
Loch Ness might be, from large 
eels to giant amphibians to 
primitive whales. Do you fe el 
there is sufficient e vid ence to 
warrant any categorizations of 
this kind , to be a bl e  to s ay 
what sort of animal we are real­
ly d ealing with? 

Mackal: I think that regard l e s s  
of what kind of evid ence we 
have, and how good it is, we 
ne ed to make working hypoth e s e s  
along the w a y  t o  guide us in re­
search, expe rimental proce dures,  
and in gene ral to organiz e our 
thinking as to what kind s of 
phe nomena might be involved .  I 
started out asking the question 
whether there were animals in­
volved at all. That is , whether 
we were d e al ing with some sort 
of geophysical phenomena result­
ing in the rel ease of gas bu b ­
b l e s ,  o r  whether w e  were d e al ing 
wi�h some kind of biological or 
zoological phenomena; by that I 
mean plants or animals , but of 
known spe cies s een under unusual 
circumstances. So, along the 
way, I became gradually con­
vinced that the most simple ex­
planation of all the data was 
that there is a small group of 
animals involved .  And my id eas 
as to what thos e animals are 
have changed as evidence accumu­
lated and as it was reinter­
preted .  The kind s of animals I 
consid ered in the beginning were 
inverte brates ,  large sorts of 
snail s ,  if you will, but aquatic 
forms, sea slugs, but adapted to 
fre sh water, which is an ex­
tremely improbable hypoth esis .  
A s  we obtained more d ata, each 
of my hypotheses seemed to have 
more merit in terms of s cienti­
fic validity, and I now think 
that my last working hypothesis 
has a gre ate r probability of 
turning out to be correct, or at 
least partially correct. 

Greenwell : 
tive whal e ?  

Which i s  the primi-

Mackal: Yes. It is important 
to consid er what k ind s of ani­
mals might function at l evel s 
that we can now d ocument based 
on und erwate r sonar tracking; 
that is, d iving rates, the abil ­
ity t o  move a t  10 or 12 knots at 
the surface in temperatures only 
slightly above free zing, and so 
forth. To be able to d ive at 
certain rates ,  changing d epth, 
d oes limit the kind s of animals 
which might be involved. For 
example,  fish with clos ed swim 
blad d e rs could not pos sibly 
change d epth at the rate s we e s ­
tablished by sonar tracking. 
The other thing is vertical 
flexure. This is based on anec­
d otal evid ence, but runs 
throughout all the observations: 
the animals reportedly undulate 
from top to bottom rather than 
from left to right. That is 
very problematical for the e el 
hypothesis. We could go ove r 30 
or 40 such characteristics. 

Greenwell: One of the things 
that some mammals can do quite 
well is d ive. The Wed d ell seal 
has complete lung collapse, 
d oe s n't it, which allows it to 
d ive d eeply, quickly? 

Mackal: We have some good d iv­
ing profil e s  mad e with the coop­
eration of people at the Univer­
sity of Birmingham. That was 
some of the e arlies t  work that 
we d id, and I've plotted the 
d iving profile s  of five of thos e 
obj ects in the l och and compared 
them, superimposed them, on a 
d iving profil e for the Wedd ell 
seal, and the shapes are very 
similar, although the maximum 
and minimum excursions are not 
as great becaus e the depth of 
the loch limits the d epth to 
which animal s can d ive . 

Greenwell: Now, you also think 
th e animals are mobile, that 
they enter and leave Loch Ness, 
and other lakes where such ani­
mal s  are reported , rather than 
being ecol ogically restricted to 
the s e  fre s hwate r environments. 
What a bout situations where such 
transits are s impl y not pos­
sibl e, such as at Loch Morar, 
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where the river actually falls 
over a small hydroelectric 
waterfall ? There would be simp­
ly no way for large animals to 
get in and out there unobserved . 
And yet the re are good sightings 
at Morar. How d oe s  that relate 
to your transit hypothesis ?  

Mackal: There are two pos s i­
bilities here, both of which may 
actually occur. The first situ­
ation would be a small group of 
animals land l ocked in this way. 
Perhaps the s e  animals entered 
such an area when the region and 
the lake were not landlocked, 
and have now adapted the re with 
a sufficient food source. That 
could occur perhaps in Loch 
Morar. The other pos sibility is 
that the animals, on the basis 
of some of the evidence, are 
able to move certain distances 
overland, and this accounts for 
the fact that we can find them 
in places like Morar, or at our 
other place s, l ik e  Lake Pohenga­
mook in Canad a, where a road 
cuts off the lake from the sea. 
But, in general, every are a  for 
which we have reports between 40 
and 60 d egre es north latitude, 
whether it ' s  in a river or a 
lake, there is a connection to 
the sea and involves migratory 
fish. So we have two s itua­
tions. In one, the animal s may 
actually move over land for d is ­
tances of u p  to 2 0  mil e s, or a t  
least i n  w e t  riverbeds that per­
haps are too s hallow for actual 
swimming. In the other situa­
tion, it may be that they en­
tered an area when it was acces­
sible, and if it was a large 
b od y  of water and the food sup­
ply indigenous to it was suffi­
cient to maintain the popula­
tion, it could have s tayed and 
become landlocked. This has 

happened in other instance s. We 
have examples in the case of 
pinniped s, and we have examples 
in the cas e  of sirenians and 
even sharks. 

Greenwell: So you think there 
are the in-and-out transits in 
some lakes, and thos e actually 
re stricted in other lake s ?  
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Mackal: Ye s, but e ven in the 
lakes that are not res tricted, 
if the volume of water is very 
large, in Loc h  Ness for e xam­
p le--

Greenwe l l: --Or Lake Champlain. 

Mackal: --Or Lake Cham p l ain, 
they may find a food sup p l y  
which i s  very large, and a large 
living s pace. They may we l l  re­
main for more than one season, 
regard l e s s  of whether or not 
they can get in or out. 

Greenwe l l: Do you stil l think 
that it ' s  possible that one o f  
the s e  supposed lake anima l s  
could b e  trapped ? I n  your book, 
you had a design for a large 
trap .  Do y o u  stil l think that's 
a viable approach? 

Mackal: We l l, since I wrote 
that section in my book on trap­
ping an anima l in a l arge lake 
such as Loch Nes s ,  which is a 
very d ifficult and improbable 
situation, I ' ve done further 
re search, and we have more in­
formation. I ' ve more re cently 
suggeste d  a muc h  more p ra ctical 
approach in terms o f  time and 
money a nd p ro bability of suc­
cess. I found that peop l e  liv­
ing along rivers, s p ec ifical l y  
along the Co lum bia River and 
along the Skeena River in Brit­
ish Co lumbia ,  onc e they d eter­
mined that we were s e rious, tha t  
we were interested i n  what they 
had seen and we were not read y 
to write s il ly s to ries and make 
j okes about their imbibing too 
much alcoho lic beverage and 
seeing things, I found tha t  
there ' s  an und ercurrent o f  ob­
servation pres ent. That is , 
people who have lived a long 
thes e  rivers for many years, 20, 
30, 40 years, have at one time 
or another observed one of these 
animal s  moving upstream behind 
salmon migrations. 

The sa lmon migrate up the 
Co lum bia River, they migrate up 
the Ske ena River, and I ' m  sug­
gesting that we ought to e nl is t  
the h e l p  of peo p l e  living i n  the 
area, to contact us whe n  they 

o bserve s uc h  an anima l .  And it 
doesn ' t  mean that we have to b e  
ready a t  a l l  times o f  the year. 
We know when the sa lmon migrate 
up the s e  rivers . They j ust ap­
p ear in a few weeks, over a p er­
iod of a wee k  sometimes, when 
the fema l e s  are going ups tream 
to s pawn. They c ould notify a 
team that is at the ready with 
equipment, appropriate nets, 
with openings large enough to 
permit sa lmon and o ther f is h  to 
pass through so we would not get 
into troubl e with fisheries c om­
mis s ions, either U.S. or Cana­
d ian, and in a few hours by air 
we c ould be at the s ite. We 
c ould go upstream ahead of the 
salmon migration, and get the 
nets s trung acro ss the river. 
This is a doable p ro j e ct. The 
river is not nearly as wid e as 
Loc h  Nes s ,  Lake Champ lain o r  
Pohengamook. Go downstream, 
d e p loy a second net to where the 
o b j ect was first observed and 
s lowly move the two nets toward 
each other. 

Eventua l ly, then, we ought to 
h ave an animal in a net with the 
salmon passing through it. It 
sound s easy but there would be 
many d if ficulties. Ne ve rthe ­
less,  I think that's the right 
approach. Certainly, the only 
satis factory solution to a cryp­
tozoo l ogic a l  p ro blem is the ani­
mal ,  as a c arcass, in a tank 
alive, or in a zoo or mus eum. 

Gre enwe l l :  I think there would 
be quite a few l ogistical pro b ­
l ems i n  suc h  a pro j ect, such a s  
having the witnesses being a b l e  
t o  communicate with y o u  instant­
ly. You ' d  need some sort o f  
re lay method ,  and you ' ve g o t  to 
be ready to go with the nets , 
and may be h e l ic op ters. It would 
req uire quite a bit of financing 
and organiza tion. It c an ' t  be 
d o ne on a shoestring. 

Mac ka l: That's right, that's 
why, a lthough I sugge ste d  it 
quite s ome years ago, it hasn ' t  
been done yet. We wouldn ' t  nee d  
he l icopters, but w e  would need 
nets ; we would n ' t  ne ed nets a 
mile long and 700 feet acro s s ,  
however. Peo p le c ould c ommuni-
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c ate by te l e phone, ce rtainly 
from al ong the Co lum bia River. 

Gre enwe l l :  Now, when i t  comes 
to Loc h  Nes s  and oth er similar 
lake s ,  y o u  s eem to have a more 
c onse rvative viewpoint, that we 
might be d e a l ing with large 
eels, or suppos ed l y  extinct mam­
mal s .  But c e rtainly not Me so­
z oic reptiles, such as p l e s io­
saurs. But when looking at 
Mok e l e  Mbembe reports in Ce ntra l 
Africa, you seem much more wil­
ling to acc e p t  the id e a  of the 
p ersistence of a Mesozoic rep­
til e up to the pres ent. Why is 
that in one c ase and not the 
o th er? 

Mackal: All the working hypo­
the s e s  tha t  I have entertained 
with regard to Loc h  Nes s have 
a bsolute l y  nothing to d o  with 
whether or not they-were conser­
vative o r  not. One can d efine 
"cons ervative " any way one 
wants, and d if fe re nt people de­
fine it in d ifferent ways. If 
you d e f ine "conservative " as 
meaning that you accept with 
greater ease the pre s e nt exis­
tence o f  some animal which, 
based on the fos s il rec ord, be­
c ame e xtinct more recently as 
c om pare d  to an animal which sup­
posed ly became e xtinct a long 
time ago, if that ' s  what you 
mean, that does not app ly in the 
case of Loch Ness. For e xamp l e ,  
my hypothesis ,  that an amp hibian 
of some kind was invo lved, suc h  
as Eogyrinus, is far more spec­
tac ular and l e s s  c onse rvative 
than a Mesozoic rep tile ,  becaus e  
the amphibians were in their 
heyday prior to the period whe n  
Mes o zoic re ptile s  were d omi­
nating the scene .  My j udgment 
as to what kinds of animal s may 
exp lain the d ata of Loc h  Ness 
has a l ways been based on the 
evid e nc e  a s  it accumulated. 
That is, the characte ristic s 
d e rived from, in some cases, 
pure l y  d e s c riptive materia l .  
And that was a l ways the basis 
for my hy pothes e s .  It h a d  noth­
ing to do with whe ther or not 
they would be conservative ex­
p lanations. 
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Greenwe l l : And the same wou l d  
hold true for the Congo? 

Mac ka l : The same wou l d  hold 
true for the Congo. I pe r s ona l ­
l y  a m  pre pared to e nte r ta i n  the 
pos s i b i l ity that we have a large 
l i zard , a monitor l i zard of some 
k i nd. But on the other hand 
that doe s  not expl a i n  the data 
as we l l  as a smal l saur opod. 

Greenwe l l : Wel l ,  you've been to 
the Congo on two e xped itions , 
and of c ourse I was w i th you on 
one of them , on the second one . 
Are you conv i nc ed that we 'r e  ac­
tua l l y d ea l i ng w ith an unknown 
anima l the r e , poss i b ly a sauro­
pod ? Are you conv i nc e d  now 
the re's someth i ng the re ? 

Mac ka l : I don't l i ke the wor d  
c onvi nc e d .  I thi nk that the 
proba b i l i ti e s  are qu i te good 
that we're deal i ng w ith real 
anima l s  rather than some myth. 
What impre sses me i s  when you 
can obta i n  descr i pt i ve d eta i l  
from over 30 ind i v idua l s  of d if­
fer e nt ethnic , r e l ig ious , cul ­
tura l ,  and geograph i c  bac k ­
grounds descr i b i ng the same 
th i ng; that sugge sts to me an 
obj ecti ve bas i s  for it. If 
we're going to have a cultural 
or a r e l ig ious construction , I 
would e xpect it to be pre sent i n  
say , the Bomata bas , but not i n  a 
pygmy group , wh i c h  is cultura l l y  
d i sti nct. The re m ight b e  s ome 
over l ap , but not in the sense 
that we found it. Now , I th i nk 
my gre ater concern here is that 
these pe ople are referr i ng to 
the i r  e xper ie nc e s  w i th real ani ­
mals. The question is whethe r 
the re are any of them left , or 
whether a trad ition about them 
is be i ng repe ated to us in great 
deta i l  as a pe rsona l expe r i ence , 
meani ng that we could have got­
ten the re too late. 

Greenwe l l : If such anima l s  have 
rema i ned almos t unobserved out 
there in the swamps al l th i s  
time , w e  m ight keep getting re­
ports. But cou l d n't th is s itua­
tion �u st go on and on indefi ­
nite l y ?  

Mac ka l : We l l ,  I th i nk that's 
r ight. As you your se l f  know , 
the swamps are vast and practi ­
cal l y  impenetra ble , and if the 
anima l s  are in equi l i br ium , and 
if the y've mad e it the re for at 
least 6 5  m i l l ion year s - -assum i ng 
they are sauropod s - - i t  seems 
rathe r a bsurd to sugge st that , 
i n  the a bs e nce of any ma j or e n­
v i ronmental change s and i nte r­
ferenc e  by man ,  they shou l d  sud ­
d e nl y  d i sappear. 

Gre enwe l l : Or that we shou l d  
sud d e nl y  find them? 

Mac ka l : Or that we shou l d  sud -
d enly find them. 

Gre enwe l l : So it's a s i tuation 
that m ight be unresol ved for a 
long , l ong time. 

Mac ka l : If nobod y d oes anyth i ng 
a bout it , noth i ng's going to 
happen. 

Greenwe l l : Mov i ng on to other 
areas , what other c ryptozoolog i ­
c a l  pr ob lems would you l ike to 
tackle , and in what par ts of the 
wor l d ?  Do you have a sor t  of an 
ove r v i e w  of the g l oba l scene ?  

Mac ka l : The th i ng that i nflu -
e nces me most i n  my own per s ona l 
choices is anecdota l i nformation 
which is "hot , "  and by that I 
mean i nformation wh i c h  is c om i ng 
to me from i nd i v idua l s  who are 
hav i ng current e xper ienc e s .  
That is , i f  some body s a y s  "last 
week I saw so-and -so i n  suc h ­
and -suc h a place , I wou ld l i ke 
to take you there , "  that is the 

k i nd of anecdota l e v idence that 
i nte rests me. We've got a num­
ber of such areas r ight now. 
One i s  around a sma l l  i s land off 
the west coast of Alaska , where 
the re's a trad ition of an un­
identified aquatic animal. 
These pe ople are Es k imos. From 
the d e s c r i ptions that I've got , 
it sugge sts a mamma l of some 
k i nd. These pe ople know the 
orca, they know pinniped s ,  they 
know the other k i nd s  of animal s 
that l i ve in the area. Th i s  ap­
pears to be someth i ng d iffere nt. 
Right now , the re are some Coast 
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Guard pe rsonne l stationed onl y 
30 or 40 k i lometers from the 
i s l and , and from them I have re­
ports that the se anima l s  are 
pre s e nt in the area , although 
not in great a bund ance , that 
the y a re feared by the Esk imos , 
and that they have attached to 
them some myth ical and rathe r 

1 r e l ig ious c onnotations. In 
fac t , I have a recent report 
that a fr i e nd of one of the 
Esk imo ac qua i ntanc es of th i s  i n­
d iv idua l had h i s  w ife or g i r l ­
fr i e nd k i l l ed by one of the ani ­
mals overturni ng one of the i r  
s k i n  boats. 

Gre enwe l l : What about other 
parts of the wor l d ?  

l'1acka l : Wel l ,  another place 
that i nte rests me i s  the north­
ern Ind ia bord e r , between Ind ia 
and Chi na. In 1947, th is area 
was first e xplored by von Hamen­
d or f. Th i s  i s  another plac e 
that is l i ke a sort of "l ost 
wor ld." One tr i be descr i bes an 
animal c a l l ed the buru , wh i c h  is 
probably a large l i zard. By 
large , I mean 3 to 5 meters i n  
l e ngth. And there's v e r y  spe c i ­
f i c  d ata. The i nd i v idual who 
contacted me first w i th th i s  
d ata has d i ed with i n  the last 10 
years , and so , even though he 
mad e two e xped itions i nto the 
area , he cannot now take anyone. 
But we have spe c i fic d ata as to 
coord i nates , and d ata as to 
where e xactly the se anima ls have 
been obse rved. I th i nk that's a 
lead we m ight fol l ow up. Fur ­
the rmore , even if the animal s  
became e xtinct recentl y , there 
are spec ific places whe re the 
anima l s  have been k i l led in the 
last 20 or 30 years and we 
shou l d  be a b l e  to fi nd gr een 
bone mate r ial. Wh i l e  that would 
not be as exc iting as a l i v i ng 
animal , it would sti l l  be a pay­
off in te rms of the e xpense and 
time and effort i nvol ved in such 
an expe d ition. 

Greenwe l l :  And o f  course you're 
sti l l  i nte re sted in goi ng back 
to Afr i c a. The re are a num ber 
of suppos ed anima l s  there that 
you'd l i ke to pur sue. 
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Mackal: Well , the Afri can 
s ituation became more compli ­
cated when we found out that the 
term Mokele Mbembe is generic on 
the one hand and spec i f ic on the 
other . There are re ports o f  
four or f i ve other unidenti f ied 
animals , one of wh ich we ' ve been 
able to identify w ith a known 
form , and that g i ves us some 
id ea , some judgment as to what 
the descri pti ve corres pond ence 
of these people is as compared 
to what the re al animal is like . 
Now , whether or not any of the se 
still exist and are pre sent , I 
th ink it ' s  still worthwh ile pur­
su ing . I th ink , howe ver , that 
the matter ought to be pursued 
in a d i f ferent way . We have , at 
great time , expe nse , and danger , 
exposed ourselves look ing for 
ne edle s  i n  haystacks . As you 
know , we moti vated the Ministry 
of Water and Fore sts in the Con­
gole se government to become 
intere sted . They are on the 
sc ene and they could station 
peo ple to i nvestigate these 
area s , to local i z e  the pre senc e  
of one of these animals . I f  
they need help , they c an call o n  
us , and with i n  f i ve days w e  can 
be there w ith equi pment and help 
out in terms of bri ng i ng an ani­
mal i nto an i solated s ituation 
to be o bserved and photogra phed 
and stud ied . That ' s  the proc e ­
dure that is now b e i ng followed . 

Gree nwell: You ' ve be en very 
vis i ble as a sort of s po kesman 
for cry pto zoology i n  th is c ou n­
try . Has th is c aused you any 
profes s ional pro blem s ?  D o  you 
sometime s get criti c i zed by 
other s c i e nti sts for th is , and 
how do you handle th i s  sort of 
th ing personally ? 

Mackal: In any situation there 
are always people who criti c i ze 
what you do and you ha ve to ex­
pect that .  I f  you ' re d o ing any ­
th i ng of intere st , that ' s  the 
normal situation . In the case 
where one ia involved in contro ­
vers ial are as for whate ver rea ­
son , th is tend s to become more 
polem ical , it tends to bec ome 
emotional , e ve n  though there is 
no real bas is for it . Crypto -

zoology d oe s  not suggest a 
challenge to any esta blished 
s c i e nti fic pri nc i ple s .  I can 
c erta inly say that I've had d i f­
f iculties , more or le s s , over 
the years , but I would have had 
d i f f i culti es , more or le ss , over 
the years whether or not I had 
bee n  involved in cry pto zoology . 

Gre e nwell: But that ' s  just be -
cause you ' re a " trou blemaker " 
anyway , are n ' t  you ? 

Mac kal: Well , I ' ve always been 
told in terms o f  re search to go 
and d o  what I wante d , to follow 
my own intu ition . May be that ' s  
not sc ientif ic , but I can re ­
c all , in setting up my experi ­
ments dur i ng my 20 years as a 
b iochem ist , that I had a stan­
d ard routine of talk i ng to a 
good friend and colleague , and 
telli ng him a bout the experi ­
ments I was planning . And he 
was very sharp , and he would al­
way s come up with plenty of rea­
sons why these experime nts were 
a waste of time , why they should 
not be done . And the o ne s  wh ich 
he o bjected to most vehemently 
were the ones I i ns iste d  on 
d o i ng .  And , in fac t ,  those pro ­
duced the best s c i e ntific pay -
offs! 
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ports of the po s s i ble exi stenc e  
o f  perfectly normal animals , 
unusual perha ps in s i ze or 
shape , or in beha v ior , perha ps 
more e lus ive than others . In 
general , if we have any k ind o f  
abs olute criteria which we fol­
low , we d o  not e nterta in all 
sorts of paranormal explana ­
tions , or explanations wh ich in­
volve ideas not esta blished in 
sc ience at the present time . 
That d oesn ' t  mean that suc h 
th ings cannot exi st , but cer­
ta i nly in crypto zoology there ' s  
no ne e d  to move in that d irec ­
tion . 

Gre enwell: Do you th i nk the 
cre ation of the Soc iety has had 
a pos itive e f fect on all o f  
th i s , in that i t ' s  drawn more 
s c i enti sts together who are i n-
tere s ted in these pro blems ? 
It Is not just i nd iv id uals out 
there now , sort o f  renegad e 
s c i e nti sts , working on the i r  
own . 

Mac kal: S ince I have almost a 
20-year perspecti ve , I can see a 
pos itive e ffect on the s c ie nti ­
f ic c ommunity , on the gene ral 
publi c , and on the me d i a , and 
that the idea of what cry pto zoo ­
logy i s , the k i nd s  o f  th i ngs 
we ' re do ing ,  is an acce pta ble 

Gre enwell: So how would you acti v ity , not s ometh i ng that you 
re s po nd to persons who say , can c lass w ith witc hcra ft , 
well , th is whole crypto zoology I astrology , and some of the s e  
bus i ne s s  is nonsense and a waste other fri nge k ind s of acti v i ­
o f  time . How would you answer ties . 
suc h criti c ism? 

r�c kal: I would say that our 
philo s o phy is that there s hould 
be no area of human e xperienc e  
that reasona ble men and wome n 
should not i nvestigate i f  the y 
are so inclined . Suc h  a criti c 
has a perfe ct right to h i s  judg ­
ment and op inion , but he s hould 
also stay out of my way , he 
should s im ply rema in neutral i n  
terms of perm itti ng me t o  d o  
what I beli eve , in my judgment , 
to be a pro f ita ble and fun k i nd 
of inve stigation . I want to em­
phas i ze that cry ptozoology ha s 
noth i ng to do w ith the goblin 
world . That is , we ' re talk ing 
about the inve stigation of re -
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Gre enwell: So crypto zoology i s  
becom i ng an area one c a n  pursue 
without ha v i ng to hide in the 
clo se t ,  so to s peak? 

Mac kal: It ' s  much eas ier to d o  
now tha n  in 1965. If people are 
cons idering becoming i nvolved i n  
th i s  act i v ity , I still th ink 
that ,  i f  the y have pro fess ional 
careers in any of the allied 
s c i e nces i n  m i nd , the best th ing 
is to f irst f i ni sh academ ic 
tra ining and obta i n  a profes ­
s io nal pos ition be fore ma k i ng a 
large comm itment to cry pto zool­
ogy . It ' s  ju st a matter of cau ­
ti o n .  0 
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Message front the Editor 
The Ed i tor must apolog i z e  

for· the delay in mailing th e 
summer·, 1 98 3, i s sue of th e News­
let t er .  Follow ing several other 
k i nds of dela ys, floods hit 
Tuc son in late Se ptember, which 
resulted in the lo ss of th e 
new sletter's paper stock by th e 
pri nter ; it had to be replen­
i shed by a new shi pment from 
Minnesota . After th e printi ng, 
it was found that all of th e ad­
dress card s us ed for produc ing 
th e ma iling labels had b ecome 
i rre para bly warped in the ex­
tremely h igh humid ity caus ed by 
the floods, wh i ch re sulted i n  
all the mem bershi p re cord s  hav­
ing to be entered i nto a new 
computeri zed system . Th i s  w i ll, 
how ever, prevent s i m i lar pro b­
lems in the future . 

The mem be rs h i p  record s are 
now supposedly in order . How­
ever, it is po s s i ble that some 
errors have cre pt into the sys­
tem, or that a few members may 
have been " lo st "  completely . 
The Ed i tor requests the und er­
stand ing and pati ence of the 
membershi p w ith these pro blem s 
re sulti ng from a th eoreti cal 
" 1 00-year flood . "  Please n oti fy 
the Ed itor immed iately if any 
membershi p errors ari s e . 

Stop Press 
At pre s s  time, the Ed i tor 

has re c e i ved d eta ils of a new 
obs ervation of Mokele Mb em be, 
the supposed d i nosaur of th e 
Lik ouala swamps of the northern 
Congo R epubli c . Th e obs ervation 
was mad e by the leader of a new 
Congole se government exped iti on, 
who i s  a tra ined b i olog i st . 
Full deta ils will appear in the 
Winter New sletter, and a F i eld 
R e port is exp ected for th e jour­
nal . 

Th i s  i s sue of the Newslet ­
t er conta i n s  further changes and 
improvements . F i rst, the new 
column News and Not es will relay 
to members inte re sting item s 
that are too brief for separate, 
ind iv idual article s . Mem bers 
are urged to send such bri e f  
news items t o  the Ed itor for 
possi ble inclus i on in the c ol­
umn . The cartoon has been ter­
m i nated, and a n ew column, 
Wood's Animal Fact s, ha s teen 
add ed . The letter w i ll regular­
ly abstract from a book by 
Gerald Wood, wh i c h  was bri e fly 
d e scr i b ed in th e b i bli ogra phy 
app earing in the last ( Summer, 
1983 ) Newslet t er . Th i s  i s sue 
also includ e s  a lengthy inter­
view w ith Roy Mackal, who was 
on e of the prime movers behind 
the foun d i ng of th e Soc i ety . 
Other Newslet t er change s and im­
provements are be ing planned . 

Abus ive letters conti nue to 
come in to th e Ed itor from some 
B igfoot re s earchers . It i s  the 
Ed itor's poli cy to publi sh let­
ters re flecting all vi ewpo ints, 
but it i s  also his hope that, in 
the cours e of time, suc h  in d i ­
viduals w ill subm it more prod uc­
tive manuscri pts for publi ca­
tion, partic ularly in th e j our-

nal . Some advi s ers within th e 
B ig foot communi ty have i n formed 
the Ed itor that the Soc i ety i s  
perc e i ved b y  some of them as 
some sort of threat or "competi­
tion " to th e i r  own structures 
and acti viti es, and that th e 
Ed i tor has ignored or d im i n ished 
the i r role in Sasquatch work . 
The Ed i tor, who als o serve s as 
Secretary to the Soc i ety, can 
state that it is not th e purpose 
of th e Soci ety to compete w ith 
any one ; rather, the Soc i ety is 
inten ded to serve as a forum for 
all groups to parti c i pate in, 
exchang ing views and publi sh ing 
the ir i n formati on . 

Th e Ed itor can only publi sh 
what is mad e ava ilable to h im. 
If c erta i n  groups w i sh to rema in 
apart, and only send i n  abus ive 
commun i cati on s, then that i s  all 
th e Ed itor can publi sh . Th e 
Ed i tor w i shes to renew h i s  invi­
tation to all ind ividuals an d 
groups: the pages of the News­
let t er and journal are open to 
th em, provi ded, of course, that 
th e i r  submi s s ions are well-re­
searched, documented, and in the 
ap propri ate format . 

J. R i c hard Gre enwell 
Ed itor 

Notice to Non-U.S. Mentbers 
Due to pro blems related to 

the autumn flood in Tuc son, only 
65 of the 1 1 5 non-U . S .  members 
were mailed th e summ er Newslet ­
t er ( Vol . 2, No . 2), and the 
rec ord as to wh ich 65 they were 
was lo st . As it was impo s s i ble 
to d etermine wh i c h  50 members 
had not re c e i ved the Newslet t er, 
a new ma iling was mad e to all 
non - U . S .  members, wh i c h  in evita­
bly re sulted in 65 persons re­
ceiving the summer newsletter 
twice . Suc h members are re ­
quested to either return th e i r  
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d upli cate co p i es to IS C, or to 
pass them on to ac qua intances 
i ntere sted in cry pto zoology who 
may th en d e c i d e  to jo in the 
Soc i ety . Another poss i b ility i s  
t o  donate the extra n ewsletters 
to public and academ i c  li bra­
ries, some of wh ich may dec ide 
to open institutional subs cri p­
tions . 
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The Beast of Exntoor 
From t ime to time, reports of 

" pumas " have come from rural 
communit ies in the United K ing­
dom . For decades, there ha ve 
been reports of a "Sur rey puma . "  
Th ere have been other s ight ings 
in Eng land ,  and a rash of them 
in Wales . 

The latest exc i tement, which 
invo l ved the par t i c i pa t i on of 
Br i t a i n's e l i te Royal Mar i nes, 
has been over the " Beast of Ex­
moor . "  Exmoor is a usua l l y  
peac eful area of southwestern 
England, on the Br i s to l Channe l, 
wh ich has be en expe r i enc ing a 
rash of farm animal k ill ings and 
s igh t i ngs of the " Bea s t " s ince 
early spr i ng . It is though t by 
some to be a puma and by others 
to be a w i ld dog . (The only 
surv1v1ng nat i ve canid in the 
Uni ted K ingdom i s  the fa irly 
common fox, Vulpes vulpes cruci­
gera, and the only sur v i v ing 
fe l id is the wild cat, Felis 
silvest ris grampia, found only 
in rugged pa rts of northern Eng­
land and Sco tl and . )  

After the attacks began in 
De von, the poli ce cal led in the 
Royal Mar i nes . Comp lete w i th 
camouflage c l o t h i ng and head ­
gear, and spec ial nigh t - v i s ion 
r i fle s, the Mar i nes hid out at 
nigh t in ear ly May as part of 
"Operat ion Beas t ie . "  Po l i ce 
Supe r i ntend e nt Doug la s  Mc Clary 
expressed concern over the k i l ­
l i ngs, and the Br i t ish press 
provided cont i nua l updates on 
the happenings . On May 7 ,  Lon­
don ' s  Daily Express offered a 

t 1,000 (ster l i ng) reward for the 
fi r s t  clear photograph of the 

Beast . The po l i ce immed iat ely 
reacted nega t i v e l y  to the reward 
offer ,  and asked photographers 
to stay away . Follow ing cons u l ­
tations between t h e  poli ce and 
the Royal Mar i nes, it was d e ­
c id ed to w i thdraw t h e  command os 
who had been po sted in h id eouts 
on the tops of h i l l s . " Public 
safety has been of paramount im­
por tanc e  throughout t h i s  opera ­
t ion, and we fe el t h i s  reward 
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The haunt of the '�east of Exmoor." Stars indicate locations 
where the '�east" has struck� killing about 100 farm animals. 

may attract peo p le to the area, " 
s tated Super i ntend ent Mc Clary. 
A Royal Mar i ne s pokesman called 
the Express r eward '�rossly i r ­
res pons i ble . "  

The Bea s t, wh ich was first 
thought to be a puma, was by no w 
be i ng d e s c r i bed as a large black 
d og by some wi tnesses . John 
Frank s, a s chool bus d r iver, 
descr i bed i t  as hav ing "a gleam­
ing black coat and short pow e r ­
ful legs . . .  t h e  head jus t  d id n ' t 
fit on the body . . .  it d i dn't seem 
to have a nec k, jus t  this squat 
head . "  Other wi tne s s e s  a l s o  
thought i t  looked l i ke a n  enor ­
mou s black d og, and t he mar i nes, 
who sootted it dur i ng the i r  
s takeouts, d escr i bed i t  a s  "a 
black and powerful animal . "  
S pecu lation ran high as to wha t 
k i nd of d og it might be, and why 
it had sudd enly taken to killing 
farm animal s . Others st ill be ­
l i e ved it was a blac k panther, 
and some veter inar ians had e ve n  
reported ly confirmed that the 
farm animals had be en k illed in 
2 t y p i c a l  " big cat " fas h i on, 
w i t h  the ne c k  broken at the 
sec ond verte brae . Mo st of the 
stock k i lled were shee p and 
lam bs, half of them belong i ng to 
farmer Er ic Ley, of Dre wstone. 
One farmer, Deny s  SmaJdon, said 
" It k ills and eats lambs like no 
d og o r  fox ever d id . It pulls 

wool away and attacks the shoul­
der and rump . . .  it le aves the 
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bone s truc�ure of the ne ck like 
you wou ld leav� a fish bone i n  a 
res taurant . "  

The Bea s t  struck again at 
Ley's farm r ight after t he com­
mand os pulled out, and Ley also 
cr i t i c i zed the Express, sta t i ng 
that "wh i le the Mar i ne s  were 
here, the animal d id not attack 
onc e . "  Some reports ind icated 
that " scores of peo ple " w i t h  
cameras w e r e  roam i ng Exmoor af­
ter the Mar ine wi thdrawal, hop­
ing for a chance photo, but the 
Express, in its May 9 i s sue, 
stated that such fears " s eemed 
exaggerated and there were no 
repor t s  of any inva s i on by 
s ightseers . "  In a s e parate ed i ­
torial, the Express d efend ed its 
r eward offer, stat ing that c r i ­
t i c ism of i t  w a s  " a n  orches­
trated storm in a teacup . "  It 
s tated that Sup er intend ent 
Mc Clary had first been consu lt­
ed, and that he had said that he 
" saw no th ing aga i ns t  a reward . "  
The Express also s tated that i t  
had ad v i s ed pho tographers lo ok­
ing for the Bea s t  not to operate 
at night because of the Royal 
Mar ine operat i ons, and no t to 
trespass on p r i vate farmlands . 

That night, lo cal farmers or ­
ganized the i r  own armed pos se, 
without re sults . As the Express 
reward went uncolle ct ed, and 
public inte rest d im i nished, the 
Mar i ne s re turned . By ea rly 
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June, bo th the po l i ce and the 
Mar ines were conv i nced that the 
Bea s t  was a " la rge, w i ld d og of 
some sort. " One officer from 
the 42nd Commando Uni t sa id they 
had observed the Bea s t  through 
night v i s ion equi pment. " I t  
moves l i ke s o l d i e r s  t hems e l ve s  

d o, "  he s a i d, "from cover t o  
cover. It k i l l s  ru thless ly, 
r i p p ing open i ts prey, and it 
can eat 35 pounds of meat . . . It 
is ext reme ly c l e ver. " De s p i t e  
the i r  night s ight ings, the 
Mar ines had been unable to shoo t 
i t. The Beas t wa s a lways too 
close to farmhouses, or was mov­
i ng too fas t, to a l low a c lear 
shot . The Mar i nes, d is p a tched 
from Plymouth and fr om the Com­
mand o Tra i ni ng Centr e  at Lymp­
s tone ,  were ba sed at Er i c  Ley's 
farm . " It ' s  jus t  a matter of 
t ime," one officer said. 

But t ime went by, and the 
Bea s t  cont i nued t o  e vade its 
pur suers, some of the mos t  a b l e  
and bes t -tra i ne d  so ld iers i n  the 

News & Notes 
News and No tes is a new 

column which will appear regu­
larly in t he News letter. It 
will contain brief news capsules 
of crypt ozoological int erest . 
The Editor request s members t o  
submit items for possible use in 
the column . 

White Elephant St ory: In ­
dones ian offic ials reported the 
exi s t ence of a commun i ty of 
"wh i t e elephant s "  in Ma rch of 
th is year. A po s s i b l e  subspe­
c i es of the Ind i an ( Asian ) El e ­
phan t, Elephas indicus, a herd 
of them reportedl y was observed 
by v i l lagers of Ac eh Pro v i nc e, 
in North Sumat ra. Such el e ­
phants a r e  kn own o n  the As i an 
subcon t i nent , but are not o ffi­
c i a l ly known in the Indon e s i an 
arc h i p e lago. 

Em i l  Sa l i m, Ind ones ia's 
Mi n i ster of Populat ion and En-

wor ld . It reportedly extend e d  
i t s  range to 5 0  s quar e m i l e s ,  
and Super i ntend ent Mc Clary asked 
for pub l i c  as s i s tanc e :  "We need 
s ig h t i ngs of th i s  animal r e port­
ed to us immed iately . Time is 
running out . The und ergrowth is 
growing fas t and soon he w i l l  be 
able to find all the cover he 
ne eds. Th i s  i s  a very cunning 
anima l ,  wh i c h  keeps c l o s e  to the 
hedgerows and very rare ly cros­
ses open countr ys id e . "  

By late June ,  the Beast's 
k i l ls had r ea ched 86, bu t by 
ear ly July the k i l l  rate had 
drop ped cons i d e r a bl y . There was 
speculat ion t ha t  it had taken to 
hunt i ng deer and rabb i t s . At 
pre s s  t ime, no further reports 
had been rece i ved. Perha p s  the 
Beast had ret reated to the over­
growth . Per haps i t  w i l l  str i ke 
aga i n  i n  the au tumn . Perhaps i t  
w i l l  ne ver b e  heard from aga in, 
and w i l l  become a memory, e ve n  a 
l egend. Or may be even a new 
Royal Mar i ne mascot . 0 

v i ronment, sta ted: " T hi s i s  a 
very rare spec i es and we mu st 
ar range for the wh i t e  e l e phants 
to be put i n  a w i l d l i fe park . . .  
I b e l i eve the v i l lagers' r e­
po r t s, since I have h eard s im i­
lar reports before, and a good 
ind icat i on of the wh i t e e l e­
phant's exi s t ence i s  that he i s  
the em b l em of the regi onal m i l i ­
tary command... I t  i s  a p i ty 
that no one has been ab le to 
take a p i c ture of the wh i t e  e l e­
phan t s  ... " 

Min i ster Salim had p l anned 
to relocate the e l e phant s to the 
Leuser Nat i onal Park, about 50 
m i l es from the area of the r e ­
po rts, b u t  by the t ime t h e  r e l o­
cat i on efforts got und erway, the 
e l e phan t s  had d i sappeared . "We 
know they're there .. . " an em pty­
hand ed offic ial was quoted as 
say ing. 

The Kouprey Lives. Be -
l i eved by many to have be come 
ext i nct in i t s nat i v e habi tat of 
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lntportant 

Notice 
The newsle tters and the 

1983 i s sue of the jou rnal are 
runn ing behind schedu le. The 
W inter New s l et t e r  w i l l  probably 
be mai l ed in January, and the 
1983 journal in February . Mem­
bers are also reminded that the 
Soc i e ty's "year " runs from March 
1 to Fe bruary 28/29 of t he fo l ­
lowing year . Consequently, mem­
bersh i p  renewa ls for 1984 w i l l  
no t be d u e  un t i l  March. To 
avoid extra admin i s t rat i v e  work 
by the Soc i ety, members ar e re­
quested 1 ) not to r enew the i r  
membe rsti ps un t i l  they receive 
the ren ewa l no t i c e/return enve­
lope c onta ined ins ide the plas­
t i c journal ma i l ers, and 2 )  to 
then renew w i t h out d e lay. Mem­
bersh i p  fo r 1984 rema ins at 
US$25, which inc l ud es t he re­
c e i pt of four new sletters and 
one jou rnal. 

Laos, Tha i l and, Cambod ia, and 
V i etnam, the koup rey, Bos 
sauveli, was r e l i ably reported 
a l i v e  in late 1982. About 15 
years ago, i t  was b e l i e ved that 
th i s  s p ec i e s  of w i l d oxen was 
surv i v ing precari ously in two 
areas of Cambod i a  and in south­
ern V i e tnam. An int ernat i onal 
conserva t i on program to save the 
est i mated 100 kouprey in Cambo­
d i a  was can c e l ed in 1970 because 
of m i l i t ary ho st i l i t i e s ,  and i t  
i s  thought that t h e  r ema i n i ng 
po pu la t i on wa s sl aughtered for 
food by the new cont r o l l i ng m i l ­
i t ary authori t i e s. The last 
sma l l  herd in Thail and was re­
ported soon aft e r  Wor l d  War II, 
alt hough an unconfirmed report 
of a h e rd of 20 surfaced in 
1975. 

Now, Boons ong Lekagul, a 
Thai mamma logi st, reports that 
one ad u l t male, two ad ult fe ­
males, an d two calves were ob­
served in S i saket Prov ince, the 
same locat i on as the 1975 re-
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port , wh i ch i s  in n ortheast 
Tha i land n ear Cambod i a . The re­
search team wh i ch found the 
kouprey b e l i eved that more may 
be l i v ing and breed ing in the 
n earby for es ts . 

The koup rey is one of the 
largest--and most primi t i ve --of 
l i v i ng cat t l e , with affi n i t i e s  
to extinct P l e i s tocene fo rms . 
Tha i  aut ho r i ties hope to capture 
some of the surv iv ing kouprey 
for control led breed ing . Ther e  
a r e  no koupreys at al l in ca p ­
t i v i ty at t h i s  t ime . 

Creepy Numbers . A n ew 
est imate has been mad e of the 
num ber of arthropod s peci es ( in­
sects and t h e i r  r e l at i ves ) 
exi sti ng in the wor ld . So far , 
only about 1 . 3 m i l l i on arthropod 
s peci es ( in sect s ,  s pi d e r s , crus ­
tacean s , et c . ) have b e en sci en­
t ifical ly d escr i b ed , but i t  was 
thought that the total number 
could we l l  re ach 3 m i l l ion spe­
cies. Wr i t in g  in N e w  S c i en t i st , 
Vol . 97: 1346 ( F ebruary 24 , 1983 ) , 
T .  L. Erwin and col l eagues at 
the Sm i t hs on i an In st itut ion now 
state that 10 t imes t hat man y - -
3 0  m i l l i on art hro pod s p eci e s - ­
may exi st. 

This new est imate is based 
on be et l e -co l l ect ing results i n  
r a i n  forests in Braz i l , Panama , 
and Peru , which prod uced far 
more new s peci e s  than had been 
ant i ci pated . ( S ee Bernard Heu ­
ve lman s '  forthcomin g  art icle , 
"How Many An i mal Speci e s  R emai n 

Cryptoletters 
The Edi t or welcomes let ters 

from readers on an y t o pi c  re­
late d  t o  cry pt ozoology , but re ­
serves the ri gh t  to sh orten them 
or t o  make sli gh t ch an ge s  t o  i m­
prove style and clari t y ,  but n o t  
mean i n g. Specifi c  commen t ari es 
or cri ti ques related to i te ms 
publi sh e d  i n  Cry pto z oo l ogy 
sh ould be sen t  double-spaced for 
publi cat i on in that j o urnal. 

To Be D i scovered ? " in Cry pto­
z oolo gy , Vol . 2 ) . 

Slowly But Surely . A t e r ­
res t r i a l  turtle , Heosemy s 
si lvati ca, has been known only 
by two mus eum s pecimens co l l ect ­
e d  i n  191 1  i n  a for est i n  south­
west Ind i a . T he s pecimens were 
o btained from Kadar t r i be smen , 
s t i l l  a hunter -�athere r ,  semi ­
noma d i c  grou p . Al t hou�h an other 
sea rch in 1912 was unsucce s sfu l , 
a new 1982 survey i n  the same 
area of the Ana imal a i  Hi l l s  l o ­
cated Kadar tri besmen wh o were 
acqua i nted with two kinds of 
turtl e s . Aft e r  a two-day 
sea rch , the team located a 
silvati ca , the fi rst l i ve s peci ­
men ever seen by anyon e exce pt 
the Kadars . 

In an ar t i cl e  in Ory x , Vol. 
17 , July , 1983 , B .  Groom br idge , 
E .  0. Mo l l ,  and J .  V i jaya state 
that "the Kad ra s , of cour s e , had 
been as fam i l i ar w i t h  the s p e ­
c i e s  s ince i t s  sci en t ific recog ­
n it ion [ in 191 1] as they had 
presumably been for centu r i e s 
ear l i er . "  About five inches i n  
l engt h , Heosemys si lvati ca i s  a 
sma l l  terrestrial examp l e  of an 
a lmost ent i r e ly aq uat i c  fam i l y . 
Steps for i t s  future con serva­
t ion are be i ng taken . 

Trashy Sea Serpen t .  Fo l ­
l ow ing the 1982 exci t emen t sur­
round ing the v id eotaping of an 
unkn own mar i n e  an imal known lo­
cal ly as Ch es s i e  ( for Che sap eake 
Bay Mon s t e r ) ,  1983 has b een a 

Dear Ed itor: 

John E .  Wal l ' s  suggest ion 
of the word "cry pt id " ( Summer , 
1983 Newsle t t er) to r e p lace the 
word "mon ster " is we l l -rece i ved , 
at least by me . Associ ates of 
mine and I wish to subm i t  the 
fol l ow i ng new word s for con s id ­
era t i on: 

Cry ptozoi d - -an unknown an imal 

Cryptophy t i d - -an unknown plant 

The un i versal acce ptance 
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s low year for " sea se rpen t s . "  

The only 1983 report of 
Ches s i e  to reach the Ed i t or con ­
cerns an event wh i ch occurred on 
the Potomac R i ve r  on the n ight 
of Apr i l  26 ( te chn i ca l l y  3 a . m .  
Apr i l  27 ) .  An Al exand r i a  b oat 
own er was a l e r t ed by his son , 
who , t ogether w i t h  h i s  g i r l ­
fr i en d , had spotted a large 
swimming an ima l . The father 
then turn ed his boat's spotl ight 
on the anima l  as it swam " l e s s  
t han 100 feet offshor e . "  It r e ­
por t e d l y  swam p a s t  the P r in ce 
Street Dock , and was v i s i b l e  i n  
t h e  l ight s  ca st b y  n ight workmen 
r e p a i r i ng the Woodrow W i l son 
Bridg e  ( none of the workmen r e ­
p o r t e d  see ing i t ) . 

Th e boat own e r , who in s i sts 
on an onymi t y  fo r fear t hat pub­
l icity could n egat i v ely affect 
h i s  charter boat bus i n e ss , said 
the animal was "we i rd . "  He 
stated: " It was at least 30 
fe et long . It had a smooth , 
g l i s t en ing body . We cou ld see 
i t  i n  the dark . It s head was 
b o b b i ng u p  an d d own . "  The Apr i l  
3 0  i s sue o f  t h e  Ale xandrja 
Gaz e t t e  stated that the boat 
own er , who had n av igat ed the 
Potomac for years , had reported 
h i s  obs ervat i on to the D i s t r ict 
of Co lum b i a  Har bo r Po l i ce . Of­
ficer D .  L .  Ke l l e r , con firming 
t hat t h i s  was t he first such r e ­
port h i s  d epartmen t had r e ­
ce i ved , w a s  quoted a s  say i ng: 
"More than l ik e ly what they saw 
was t rash." 0 

and ado pt i on of a word that d e s ­
ignat e s  a l i v ing t h i n g  yet to be 
d i scovered , named , and stud ied 
wou ld be a wor thy goal for the 
Soci ety . 

Dan i e l  J .  Lyons 
North Caro l ina State Mu seum 

of Natural Hi s t ory 
Rale igh , No rth Caro l i na 

Dear Ed i tor: 

Th i s  concerns your re s ponse 
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to my l e t t e r  in the Summer, 1 983 
Newslet t er .  You and K ing r e­
po r t ed in Current Ant hropology : 
"About 61 percent ind icated that 
sc i ent i s t s e i ther certainly or 
probably should und er take Big­
foot r e s earch." For t y - s i x  per­
cent of the same samp le of phy­
s i c a l  and pa leoanthropolog i s t s  
kn ew of Napi er's 1 97 2  book, but 
hadn ' t  read it by 1 97 8. Another 
33 pre s en t  c la imed to have r ead 
the book. A compar i s on betwe en 
the fi r s t  datum and the r e s pon se 
to Kran t z  r e po r ted ear l i er in 
the News let t er i s  valid, I be­
l i eve, and t e l l i ng. 

I look forwa rd to the d ay 
when the Soc i ety affirms by i t s  
operat ing and ed i t o r i a l  po l i c i e s  
" that laymen ha ve d o n e  mo st o f  
the work " an d wi l l  cont i nu e  to. 

[ The followin g is t aken 
from an other let t er s en t  to t he 
ISC Board of Direct ors by Mr . 
strasenburgh . ]  

It se ems to me that, i f  
useful Sasquatch r e s earch i s  t o  
be encouraged and supported by 
the recent l y  formed Soc i et y, the 
Board of Directors mu st come to 
gr i ps with the ant i - i n t e l l ec tual 
tack of an thropology t oward Sas­
quatch. How exac t ly, but at 
face value, i s  Halp in's (1 980 ) 
remark that r e a l  wi ld fol k  are 
"unt hinkab l e " t o  b e  taken? What 
of the one -in -four d is pa r i ty be­
tween what an thropolog i s t s  told 
the Ed i to r  i n  r e s ponse t o  h i s  
survey, and what they t o l d  
Kran t z  i n  r e s ponse t o  do cument a­
t i on of the fre shest, c l earest 
Sasquatch fo ot pr ints of all 
those ever col lec ted ? 

I have done my b e s t  to pro­
vok e an thropolog i c a l  thought an d 
d i s cuss ion, to l i t t l e  if an y 
ava i l .  I have therefore recon ­
c i l ed myse l f  to the fac t  that 
three out of four an thropolo­
g i s t s  are n ot t hinking about 
Sasquatch, and that the rema i n ­
d er who w i s h  "to b e  k e p t  
info rmed " 
cur i o s i ty, 
at best ! 

show not pos i t ive 
but pas s i ve interest 

I r e s p e c t fu l l y  submit that 
the Board mus t take pos i t ive 
s t e p s  to en sure that th e d emon ­
s t rated an thropologi cal d i s in­
c l i na t i on to think about, s tudy, 
and fr an kly d i scuss Sasquatch 
does not i n t e rfer e  or bias a 
Soc i e ty po l i cy in support of 
c l ear thought, s e r i ous s tudy, 
and free d i scus s i on s  of the sub­
jec t. 

Gordon St rase nburgh 
Mos s  Land ing, Ca l i forn i a  

Apparen t ly , the "larger 
n umber who professed in terest in 
t he subject " t o  which Mr . Stras ­
enburgh referred in t he previous 
n ewslet t er is t he 61 percen t  who 
supported Sasquat ch research . 
The "disparit y " which he sees 
bet ween t his 61 percent an d the 
3 3  percen t who had read Napier ' s  
book ( or t he 7 9  percen t who had 
either read it or were aware of 
it ) is act ually to an t hropolo­
gis t s ' credit . Des pit e t heir 
per sonal opinions (in t his cas e  
n egat ive ) concerning a con t ro­
versial t opic , scien tists gen ­
erally t en d  t o  ben d over back­
wards to be fair - -s o  lon g as 
somebody else does the work 
( t hey are only human ! ) . Thus , 

t he largest "disparit y "  is ac­
t ually bet ween the almost n egli­
gible 13 percen t who accepted 
t he exis t en c e  of Sasquat ch , and 
t he i mpress ive 61 percen t who 
thought t he mat t er should be in­
vestigated by scien t is t s . 

Does t hat mean t ha t  61 per­
cen t  of ant hropologist s  should 
accept Dr . Kran t z ' Walla Walla 
eviden c e ?  Certainly n ot . Our 
survey indicated t hat less t han 
on e in eight (13 percen t ) ac­
cepted Sasquat c h ,  an d few will 
be swayed by any n ew eviden ce 
t hat does n ot in volve "a body . "  
This is about t he same low posi­
t ive response rat e t hat Dr . 
Kran t z  received . In an y even t , 
comparin g survey results is a 
tricky busin ess , as every social 
scien t ist kn ows . Dr . Kran t z  did 
not conduc t a survey ; thus , a 
comparison of the t wo even t s  has 
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no real scien t ific validit y .  

Des pit e Mr . Strasenburgh 's 
beliefs , the Editor does n ot 
dis t in guish bet ween laymen and 
scien t is t s  during t he discharge 
of his editorial dut ies , only 
bet ween good scholarship an d 
poor scholarship . Indeed , t he 
Editor would welcome publishable 
material from t he lay Sasquat ch 
researchers (see his response to 
the next let t er ) . 

Wit h  references t o  t he sec­
on d let t er ,  the Editor con t inues 
to suggest t hat t he best solu­
tion t o  Mr . Strasenburgh ' s  prob­
lem ( an d  t hat of ot her Sasquat ch 
researchers who feel that t hey 
have been treat ed un fairly by 
an t hropologist s )  is t o  publ ish 1 

his dat a in t he Societ y ' s  j our­
n al ,  whic h is read by a growin g 
number of an t hropologists . The 
purpose of t he Society is not t o  
"come t o  grips wit h t he an t i­

in t ellect ual t ack of ant hropolo­
gy " or any ot her disciplin e .  It 

is to provide a forum for publi­
cat ion an d discussion of evi­
den ce of unkn own but possibly 
real animals . Its purposes are 
scien t ific , n ot polit ical . 

-- Edi t or 

Dear Ed i tor : 

You al leged academ i c s  seem 
to think you know it a l l . Ac ­
c ord i n� to oc eano�rapher Pau l 
LeBlond, it takes years (if not 
half a l i fe t ime ) t o  know some ­
thing. A l l  the l i t e rary wo rks 
from the ISC and e l sewhere that 
c on form to l i t erary exc e l lence 
or what ever r e a l ly d on't conform 
to hard -n osed o b jec t i ve sc ience 
that d e a l s  with cold fac ts. I t  
is m y  sole c on tent ion that the 
ISC and my se lf and o thers have 
been blowing bu bbles fo r a year . 
Too muc h talk and not enough ex­
t en s i v e fie ldwo rk . You see, a 
Sasquatch w i l l  never be found by 
put t i n� out damn l e arned art i ­
c l e s ; i t  a l l  bo i l s  down t o  beat­
in� the bush . 



The ISC News tetter 

I was recent ly i n formed 
that the ISC h e ld a conferen c e ­
/meet ing / whatever . Und erst ood 
that Bernard Heuve lman s was in 
the States . I sure as h e l l  
wou ld l i ke to know i f  h i s  s o ­
cal led "Bozo " ( the Ic eman ) is s o  
genuine ly a corpse of a h i therto 

unknown spec i es , why in the 
flock isn ' t  he looking all over 
the damn c ountry try ing to se ­
cure that baby? If Heuvelman s 
is so convinced that the Ic eman 
is the "real thing , " think o f  
t h e  impl i c at i on s  i f  some on e got 
hold of the t h i ng and " br oke the 
i c e . "  

In my fort hcom ing book , The 
Bi g Footn otes , th ere are two 
b i b l i og ra ph ical entr i e s  wh ich I 
suggest that a l l  ISC person n e l  
browse . O n e  e n t r y  deal s w i t h  
j ourna l i s t i c  i r r es pons i b i l i ty , 
the other s c i ence versus c ommon 
sense . Sc i e nc e , my d ear c o l ­
l eagues , i s  m e r e l y  a paran o i d  
way of look ing a t  things , a s low 
and steady proc ess in which the 
invest igato r  fol lows the evi­
dence wh erever i t  lead s . Many 
on the ISC Board of D i rectors 
have what I b e l i eve to be 
"cookie cutter " educat i on s . 

Remember Dr . Vannevar Bush ? 
He said i n  1945 that a rocket 
equ i p ped w i t h  a nuc l �ar warhead 
shoul d be " l eft out of our 
think ing . " Too d amn bad for 
him . Such rockets do i nd eed 
exist . Perhaps he s hould be 
left ou t o f  our think ing . Like ­
wise for the Sasquatc h .  Remem ­
ber , poor fel las , y o u  sa id a 
long t ime ago that o l e  Bigg i e  
[ Sasquatch] was a f igment o f  the 
housewives ' imag in a t i on ? Now 
look at how many real s c i en t i st s  
and a l l eg ed s c i en t i st s  a r e  look ­
i ng into this pro b l em . The Big­
foo t researchers d on ' t  n eed you 
peo p l e . Cou ld i t  be that you 
folks should l i st en to us ? 

Let ' s  look at the ISC c on ­
ven t i ons . What ' s  go ing to hap­
pen 16 year s d own the road ? 
Gonna s t i l l  be with i t ?  Hav i ng 
i l lustr ious conversa t i on s  w i t h  
other sc i ent i s t s  exchang ing ho t 
a i r ?  Bui l d ing egos /what e ve r ?  

The Sasquatch i s  going to 
be a my stery to many people from 
all wa lks o f  l i fe if we c on t i nue 
convers ing at convent ions . Why 
d on ' t we or you hold conven t i on s  
out in t h e  bush? How many 
peo ple would at tend ? It wou l d  
c er ta i n l y  se parate t h e  men from 
the boys. 

Anyway , if there is a l e s ­
s o n  to be learned , it m ight be 
something about l ik e  this : 
Stick w i t h  the horse s ense an d 
forge t the hors e - -- - . 

Danny Per e z  
Nowa l k , Cal i forn i a  

Much of t he t ext from t he 
above let t er from a Sasquat ch 
researcher has been deleted by 
t he Edi t or as bei n g  i rrelevan t . 
Also , many abusi ve commen t s  or 
words have been omi t t ed ,  an d 
some grammat i c al and spellin g  
correct i on s  have been mad e .  

The Edi t or can n ot speak for 
Dr . LeBlon d or Dr . Heuvelman s , 
but he i s  unsure i n  what way t he 
ISC publi cat i on s  "don ' t  conform 
to hard-n osed object i ve sci ence 
t hat deals wi t h  cold fact s . " He 
also does n ot agree wi t h  t he 
stat emen t ( whi ch seems t o  con ­
t radi c t  t he one above ) t hat 
sci en ce "i s merely a paran oi d 
way of look i n g  at t hi n gs .  " In ­
ci den t ally , the Edi t or i s  pre­
parin g  a revi ew arti cle on t he 
Iceman for a future i ssue of the 
New s l e tter . 

The ISC has n ot spon sored 
c on ven t i on s ,  only a member�hi p 
meeti n g  in New York Ci t y ,  where 
ISC members were able t o  meet 
and get to kn ow one an ot her . 
The Edi t or sees no purpose i n  
holding con ven t i on s  i n  t h e  bush , 
but he , for one ,  i s  cert ai n ly 
n ot averse to goi n g  i n t o  the 
bush t o  seek furth er evi den ce of 
unknown ani mals . 

Mr .· Perez states t hat "the 
Bigfoot researchers don ' t  n eed 
y ou people [ t he sci en t i st s ] . "  
It was t he i mpression held by 
t he founders of t he Soci et y  
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t hat , for decades, t he Bigfoot 
researchers had been unsuccess­
fully try i n g  t o  get sci en t i st s  
t o  li sten t o  t hem and look at 
t hei r evi den c e .  It was thought 
t hat the Bigfoot researchers had 
perhaps n ot been treated fai rly 
by t he sci en t ifi c communi ty , an d 
t hat t he ISC c ould in part rec­
t ify t hat by provi ding a forum 
for t he Bigfoot researchers t o  
publi sh t hei r evi dence in a for­
mat t he sci en ti st s  could n ot re­
j ect out ri ght : a scholarly 
j ournal conformi n g  to cert ai n 
sci en t ific standard s .  

The Edi t or has been awai t ­
i n g  the submi ssi on of art i c les 
or fi eld report s from Sasquat c h  
researchers for almost t wo 
years . All t hat has arri ved are 
a n umber of abusi ve communi ca­
t i on s  from vari ous quarters . 

The sci en t ific commun i ty i s  
n ow wai t i n g  t o  see i n  publi shed 
form t he much-di scussed evi dence 
t he Sasquatc h  researchers say 
t hey have documen t ed for 30 
y ears, an d whi c h  t hey clai m has 
been i gn ored by sci en ti st s .  

- - Edi t or 

ISC PUBLI CATIONS AV A I LAB LE 

Past i s s ue s  of both The ISC 
Newslet t er and the j ournal Cry p­
t oz oology are avai l a b l e  to both 
mem bers and n on -mem be rs . News­
letter pr i c e s  to i n d i v iduals are 
$2. 50 each ( $3 . 5 0 to i n s t i tu ­
tions , cor pora t i on s , and l i bra­
r i e s ) .  Journal pr i c es to ind i ­
v id ua l s  are $15 each ( $2 1  to 
i n s t i tu t i on s , cor porat ions , and 
l i b ra r i es ) .  Pr ices inc lude pos­
tage good for al l orders from 
all coun t r i es . 

Al l past ISC pub l i cat i on s  
a r e  s t i l l  ava i l ab l e , a s  fo l l ows : 

New s l et te r : 
Vol . 1 ,  Nos . 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 
Vol . 2 ,  Nos . 1 , 2 

J ournal : 
Vol . 1 

( 1 982 ) 
( 1983 ) 

( 1982 ) 
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Cryptoquote 
"Toward the end of 1 9 1 0 ,  

Car l Hagenbeck felt suffi c i en t l y  
c ertain t h a t  the m i snamed pygmy 
h i p pos were s t i l l  a l i v e  some ­
where in the i n te r i or of Li b e r i a  
to as s ign t h e  best man of h i s  
s taff of an imal col lectors , Han s 
Schom burgk , to f ind one and to 
b r i ng i t  back a l i ve. Th i s  was 
by no means an easy as s ignment , 
and Schomburgk at f i r s t  expe r i ­
enced t h e  fate of al l m e n  who 
try to d o  some thing no one e l s e  
h a s  d o n e  b e fore : h e  w a s  laughed 
at. A l l  the po s s i b l e  var i a t i on s  
w e r e  rung on t h e  famous phrase , 
' There ain ' t  no such animal. ' 
The Negro o f f i c i a l s  told h i m  
that t h e  animal w a s  ext i n c t , i f  
i n d e ed i t  h a d  ever l i ve d  i n  t h e  
land . T h e  wh i t e  emp l oyees o f  
shi p p ing agenc i e s  patron i z i ngl y 
sugge sted t hat he go e l e phan t 
hun t i ng i n s t ead ; i t  was safer , 
and more l i ke ly to br i ng r e ­
sults . A fr i en d ly fat Dutchman 
ad v i sed that h e  stay w i t h  h i m  
f o r  a few months and then return 
with the r e port ( wh i ch wou ld b e  
true ) that t h e  an imal d id n o t  
e x i s t .  A l l  i n  vain ; Han s Schom ­
burgk c on t i nued w i t h  h i s  exped i ­
t i on . . . .  

"Schomburgk ' s f i r s t  d i s -
cov ery during t h i s  t r i p  c on -
c erned the real h i ppopotamus. 
It exis ted in L i be ri a , d e s p i t e  
a l l  assert i ons to the contrary 
in the books . . . Finally , Schcm-
burgk arr i v ed in a d i s t r i c t  
where nigbve was not regard ed as 
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a supe r s t i t i on. The nat i ve s  
k n e w  i t  we l l  an d d e l i vered a 
war n i ng s peech about i t  . . .  

"Schom burgk f in a l l y  acqu i red 
a l l  the help he wan t ed. And on 
Jun e  1 3 , 1 91 1 , he--the f i r s t  
wh i te man to d o  so- -saw a pygmy 
h i p po al i ve in i t s  natural sur­
roun d ings . He wa s about 20 feet 
from i t , but saw no poss i b i l ity 
of cat c h i ng i t . He c ou ld eas i l y  
h a v e  s h o t  i t  b u t  d id not dare 
to . . . .  

" That was the end of the 
nigbve hunt for that year. The 
rainy season set i n  anew ; the 
r i vers became d angerous ; it was 
too late . Schomburgk returned 
to Mon rov i a , the cap i tal of L i ­
b e r i a , and t o l d  about actua l ly 
see ing a l i v e  dwarf h i ppo . No 
one bel i e ved him ; one d oes not 
see a my t h i c a l , or even an ex­
t inct , an imal roam ing around 
al i ve . F ortunat e l y , Schom burgk 
had had plenty of o ppor tun i ty to 
d e v e l o p  armor aga inst such n on ­
bel i e f . Calm , em pty -hand ed , but 
with d e f i n i t e  knowledge , he re­
turned t o  Hamburg and to Hagen ­
beck . On Chr i stmas Eve , 1 91 2 , 
he sa i led for L i b er i a  on h i s  
second exped i t i on . . . .  

" On Feb ruary 28 , 1 91 3 '  he 
shot h i s  f i rs t  pyP,;my h i ppo . I I  

Wi l ly Ley 
( From : The Lungfish , t h e  
Dodo , and the Unicorn . 
V ik ing Pre s s , N ew York , 
1 948 ) .  
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Anintal Facts 
"The largest l i v inP; terres­

t r i a l  animal i s  the Afr ican bush 
or savannah e l e phant ( Loxodont a 
africana ) . The average adu lt 
bul l stand s at 10 feet , 6 inches 
( 3.2 met er s ) at the shou lder . . .  
The largest accurately measured 
Afr i c an bush e l e phant on rec ord , 
and the largest recorded l and 
mammal of mod ern time s , wa s an 
enormou s bul l shot by E .  M .  
N i e l s en , an Ame r i can b iP,; -game 
hun ter , 25 mi les ( 40 k i l ome ters ) 
northeast of Muc us so , South 
Ango l a , on November 7, 1 974. 
Th i s  g i an t  measured 1 3  feet , 8 
inches ( 4.1 7 meters ) in a pro­
j ec t e d  l i ne from the h i�hest 
point of the shou lder to the 
base of the extended for efoot 
wh i l e  lying on i t s  s i d e , thus 
in d ic at ing that i t s  s tand ing 
he ight mus t have been about 1 3  
feet ( 4  meter s ) . . .  Other meas ­
uremen t s  inc lud ed : overa l l  
length , 3 5  f e e t  ( 1 0.7 meters ) 
( t i p  of extended t runk to end of 
extended tai l ) ;  forefoot c i rcum­
feren c e , 5 feet , 1 1  inches ( 1 . 8 
meters ) . " 

Abstracted from : 

The Guinness Book of Ani-
mal Fac t s  and Feats ,  by 
Gerald L .  Wood . Guinness 
Sup erlat i ves , Ltd . , En -
f i e ld , U. K. , Th i rd Ed i -
t i on , 1 982. 
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